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his Majesty and receive his orders. I then read to him the orders which had been sent to me in consequence of his Majesty's letter, which I had transmitted to be laid before his Majesty. He observed that the command was given to him only within his own dominions, and that he did not see how he could be said to have the command of troops that he could not direct against the objects which he thought of most importance; that he considered an attack on Zeeland to be of this description, yet he saw that the British troops were forbidden taking any share in it. I endeavoured to explain to him the reasons which had actuated the English Government, that they were as fully impressed with the importance of Zeeland as his Majesty, but that they considered it as an undertaking beyond the power of the two countries at present. With respect to command, it appeared to me that his Majesty had the same command of the British as it was usual to give over auxiliary troops. They were given on certain conditions, and within these conditions his Majesty had the supreme command.
I soon discovered by his Majesty's answers that reason had no weight with him when opposed to his own opinions. He generally answered either by something which did not apply, or by a simple assertion or repetition of his first observation. The conversations I had this day and on several subsequent days I put in detail in writing and transmitted them with my despatches to Lord Castlereagh : they were curious enough. His Majesty sent to me next day General Tibell, his Quartermaster-General, with a proposal to me to make a descent with the British troops in Russian Finland, in the neighbourhood of Viborg, to favour the operations of his troops in Finland. I told General Tibell that it had never been the intention of England in sending this corps to the assistance of H. S. Majesty that they should act at such a distance and in the Russian territories; that a descent so near the capital and near the strength of the Russians might lose my own corps, but could not possibly be of any use to the Swedes, the head-olm and present myself toalone is not
